
Appendix C       November 2021 

Racial Justice Focus Survey - Suggestions 

Within the comments for each section, there were often suggestions embedded, or stated outright.  
Here is the comprehensive list of all suggestions. The suggestions are printed verbatim. 

 
 
Question 1:  Are you aware that St. Thomas is in the midst of a racial justice focus?  Suggestions:  
 
Single path to documents and exercises would help. 
 

Q2:  Is the racial justice focus an appropriate action to be undertaken in our parish community?  Suggestions: 

We do not need to take sides as much as raise awareness and build bridges. 

Racial justice is so important but after going through the pandemic I think we need to get the parish united. 

I think St. Thomas rather than working on bringing the community of faith together is working on a divisive premise that 
will not lead to a good place. 

An open and honest discussion of the injustice done to George Floyd is very appropriate for any Christian community.  I 
disagree with moving this discussion of policing in 21st century urban America into a focus on white privilege and 
generational guilt. 

 

Question 3: Since the focus began in November, have the actions taken provided you with any additional awareness, 
new perspectives, or caused you to think about racial justice implications?  Suggestions: 

Mentions the USCCB’s document “Open Wide Our Hearts” places racism correctly in the context of sin.  This document 
could be summarized and share with the Parish. 

First person accounts are powerful. 

Affordable housing is certainly an area that is local and could be more focused on. 

More opportunity for actions. 

Maybe we should look into books by:  Thomas Sowell, Jason Riley, Wall Street Journal and Bob Woodson. 

More careful vetting of the reading recommendations. 

More direct exposition and exhortation by the ‘Christian’ priests as part of their sermons, and more guests of color. 

 

Question 4:  Please indicate any specific focus actions that struck a positive note with you and why they struck a 
positive note.  Suggestions: 

Hope we choose another book (after Just Mercy) soon. 

Building awareness is the first step of any program that leads to transformation.  

Educating on key points is also essential. 

Opportunities for education either individually or with a group. 

Raising the issue within the weekend liturgy. 



Partnering with Regina Brent and AME-this would be productive and impactful. 

Encouraging affluent Napervillians to look outside of our safe bubble. 

Challenging us to examine our world view is good and maybe even productive. 

The priest HIMSELF must read out loud these fact sheets and recommendations (from bulletin). 

 
Question 5: Please indicate any specific focus actions that struck a negative note with you and why they struck a 
negative note.  Suggestions: 
 
Now that things are approaching normal, I think you should start over and included the book "Caste" as a reading 
resource.  This book is a serious look at how a majority can diminish and destroy the humanity of a minority. 

 
I would like to see the 21-day challenge more visibly covered, with examples of what people may have been doing and 
encouraging that kind of reporting. 
 
 
Question 6: Are there any additional activities we should consider taking? Suggestions: 
 
Continue to explore the issue.   

Continue to educate.    

Provide age appropriate curriculum   . 

Add to library materials. 

Specific resources and individuals suggested:  USCCB document; Richard Rohr Center for Action and Contemplation: 
podcast series “Love. Period”; Bishop Horace E. Smith, M.D. 

Invite people from other cultures to speak at liturgies and other venues. 

Provide a place for dialogue and small group discussion; don’t be afraid of controversy. 
        
Incorporate other cultures into the liturgical setting.    
 
Build relationship with people of color.     
 
Action/Advocacy - not “one and done” action.  
 
Join with other churches including Black churches.   
 
Topics mentioned: St. Sabina peace marches; 21 Day Challenge; bias training workshops, parish mission, voting rights, 
fair housing, mosque, safe inner city environment; expand beyond race. 
 

Drop the issue. 

Other points of view should be included: Specific individuals or materials suggested: Shelby Steele’s White Guilt; 
J.D.Vance’s Hillbilly Elegy; Chris Arnaud’s Dignity Seeking Respect. 

Individual responsibility is what is needed, not government action.   

Police should be supported. 



 
 
 
Question 7:  Please feel free to provide other comments.  Suggestions: 
 

I wonder if parishioner kids of color could be consulted about what they would like to see happen in church to promote 
racial justice. 

Share stories. 

More action. 

Book recommendations: DESIRE, DARKNESS, AND HOPE: THEOLOGY IN A TIME OF IMPASSE by Constance FitzGerald, 
OCD.; BLUE SAPPHIRE OF THE MIND by Douglas Christie. 

Delineate who participates? 

Honor our heroes.  https://patch.com/illinois/naperville/calendar/event/20210704/1079356/2nd-annual-honoring-our-
heroes-july-4th-kickoff 

See Blue Eyes Brown Eyes study. 

Social activity with St. Nicholas. 

These topics are very emotionally charged. Opinions, blame, taking sides, anger, fear, etc. abound. We need to be a 
facilitator of neutralizing that so advancement can occur. 

I think we need to focus on respect for others and self as part of the initiative. 

Words matter.  Authors and stories matter. Book recommendation: Stamped 

Remove this from the liturgy. 

Read MLK, I have a Dream instead of “preaching” and talking about oppressed and oppressors. 

Preach and teach MLK, “That (We) All Men Will be Judged not by the color of their skin, but by the content of their 
character".  Talk of the progress of Black People in this Great Nation. 

Start with becoming welcoming! Unite all people together , We are one family! 

Watch Candace Owens and Larry Elder from Prager University. 

Please provide more [resources] as well as guidance on any action that may be taken. 

Bring Balance!! Please - I bet you can't (or won't) do it! 

Bring back Fr. Pfleger to give an update on where we are. 

Please do more. 

Maybe design a "Feel the Inner City" Retreat where inner city people share their experiences with us. 

 

 

 


